T&L 3160 Elementary Education:  Child Guidance (Applying Development in Learning Contexts) 
GEC Rationale & Assessment Plan

GEC Rationale
T&L 3160 course goals:

      1.  Identify implications that can be drawn from the study and research of child development for teaching methods, the learning environment, and classroom management.

      2.  Discuss ways that the study and research of child development has affected school curriculum and discuss possible future trends in curriculum based on current research findings.

      3.  Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the major theories of development and learning.

      4.  Identify the developmental theories implicit in practices used in the care and education of children and young adolescents.

      5.  Analyze the development of typical and atypical children and identify approaches to learning to support the development and learning of individual children. 

      6.  Develop an understanding and use of research-and experienced-based principals of effective practice for encouraging the intellectual, social and personal development of students.

      7.  Identify the possible impact of cultural diversity and exceptionality on children’s overall development and learning.

      8.  Demonstrate the use of observational research techniques for the study of children and young adolescents.

      9.  Discuss and summarize the effects of different socialization agents in the child’s life; Identify the valuable function play serves in learning.

     10.  Identify factors that influence gender differences and the development of gender roles; Identify and summarize theories concerning moral development and its impact on instruction and learning.

     11.  Analyze life experiences and how they are linked to development and learning.

 General Education Social Science (Individuals and Groups) Expected Learning Outcomes:    

1. Students understand the theories and methods of social scientific inquiry as they are applied to the study of individuals and groups.

2. Students understand the behavior of individuals, differences and similarities in social and cultural contexts of human existence, and the processes by which groups function.

3. Students develop abilities to comprehend and assess individual and group values and recognize their importance in social problem solving and policy-making.

How do the course objectives address the GEC category expected learning outcomes?

Specifically, students will be able to understand the impact of children and adolescence development on learning.  Students in today’s classrooms represent children across ALL cultures, and ALL economic situations.  Students will have the opportunity to understand and apply theoretical frameworks and methods related to child and adolescent development, including the developmental principals of order, continuity and directionality so they will be able to use these in any educational settings.  

2.  How do the readings assigned address the GEC category expected learning outcomes?
The course textbooks are the anchors for the course, providing the background context for analyzing, appreciating, and interpreting development of children and adolescents in the context of learning. All projects require reading, writing, discussion, application of theory and analysis.

3. How do the topics address the GEC category expected learning outcomes?
All topics in this course address human commonalities and human differences in development and learning.   The course is built on a theoretical framework, which allows the analyzing of contexts related to learning and development.  Since education is a social and policy entity, analysis of development in relation to learning must look at the various social values related to them.

4. How do the written assignments address the GEC category expected learning outcomes?
All projects require reading, writing, discussion, and analysis of developmental theory in relation to learning. In particular, key assignments require that students analyze their personal connections to development and its social value in learning (“The Development of Self” or “Toys and Development”), as well as consideration of multiple cultures, gender, class, special needs and sexualities in development of children and adolescents. The Developmental Observations require students to observe children at different developmental levels in different contexts.   The observations require a systematic approach to data collection and analysis of that data.   Students are expected to be able to use their data analysis to demonstrate how they could differentiate learning experiences for children and adolescents. 

Course Assessment Plan Explaining How Course Will Help Students Achieve Expected Learning Outcomes 
T&L 3160 will be critically assessed in order to determine how well it is meeting the general principles and specific General Education Social Science (Individuals and Groups) Expected Learning Outcomes, specifically:

1. Students understand the theories and methods of social scientific inquiry as they are applied to the study of individuals and groups.

2. Students understand the behavior of individuals, differences and similarities in social and cultural contexts of human existence, and the processes by which groups function.

3. Students develop abilities to comprehend and assess individual and group values and recognize their importance in social problem solving and policy-making.

The course coordinator will assess T&L 3160.  The following procedures and indicators will be used in assessing the course:

1) Sample student papers representing the range of work in each section, on a quarter-by-quarter basis, will be compiled and regularly reviewed to look for patterns of performance over time relative to any changes in the structure of the course (new texts, assignments, etc.).
2) Syllabi will be reviewed annually to make sure that the course content reflects changes in the field (e.g., new scientific discoveries related to development and learning; including brain research, cognitive development, social development, etc.) and to assure that the course is up-to-date and timely.

3) Completed rubrics and other forms of feedback on students’ oral and group projects and presentations will be compiled and regularly reviewed to look for patterns of performance over time relative to any changes in the structure of the course (new texts, assignments, etc.).
Data will be maintained on file in the Department so that the progress of the course can be monitored and evaluated across time as the course evolves and to enable the department to address any major concerns or drift from the established goals and standards.

